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stay in the country he wrote poetry, and he himself tells us
later in the same note : *fcMIne was an ambition that would have
harmed no one; It was to live in the country and write poetry".
If Abercrombie took to criticism, it was in an accidental way.
His main Interest was avowedly In poetry.

In any case, there is great need for a comprehensive
estimate of Abercrombie's poetry. Barring a few general
dissertations, practically no systematic and exhaustive treatise
has come out either on Abercrombie's poetry or on his
criticism, or on the two together. Mr. Charles Williams, who
has himself given us a brief but valuable essay on Abercrombie,
made an Interesting remark in one of Ms letters to me: --It is
a little curious, considering how much has been written about
others, that he should be neglected*9.1 This neglect might be
one reason for Ms not being popular. Or it may be that "It is
only the superficially dense style which keeps Abercrombie
unpopular, almost an unread poet".2 Abercrombie Is most
concerned with what he has to say, not with how to say It.
And what he has to say Issues forth in a torrential stream of
ideas which often suffocates unwary swimmers.

Of course, It is a difficult task for a writer to venture upon
the criticism of a poet of almost contemporaneous times, for
the distance that is necessary for a proper perspective, Is absent.
But the attempt, as it Is, is indeed necessary. For It suggests
at least a line of approach to Abercrombie's poetry and offers
the reader a helpful commentary thereon. The writer of this
book believes that though Abercrombie has suffered undeserved
neglect at the hands of his contemporaries, his poetry Is still
alive, and that It deserves a careful and reverential study.